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(-.
Downing Street, CvOAC

S.wel. 1.--

o? April, 1947.

V ;TOP SECRET

k~3t~
I enclose for your information a copy of

a saving telegram from the High Commissioner for
Palestine on the subject of the supply of arms
to the Palestinian Arabs from the neighbouring
states. We have not seen this report in the
British press but it may have had some currency
in America. No doubt His Majesty's Ambassador,
Washington, to whom the telegram has been
repeated, will be in a position to comment on
the reported transfer of American tommy guns
to Iraq.

I am sending a
to Robertson at M.I.5.

copy of this letter
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J.G.S. BEITH, ESQ.
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13. Clear C.S. 749

SAVING

From the High Commiesioner for Palestine.

To the Secretary of State for the Colonies,

Date 15th April, 1947.

No. 86 Saying. TOP SECRET

I understand that a cable from Richard Mowrer in
Jerusalem dated 3rd April addressed to Supernews London
says that the diplomatic representatives of the Arab
States in Jerusalem, Washington and London have been
instructed to investigate the possibilities of buying
arms to be passed on ultimately to the Palestine Arabs.
The Arab League is said to have taken this decision
following a vehement speech by Jamil Mardam Bey, Syrian
Prime Minister, urging that since the British were not
disarming the Zionists it was the duty of the Arab
States to arm the Palestine Arabs. He is reported to
have urged first that the League establish an armament
fund and secondly that the Arab States instruct their
diplomatic representatives in the United Kingdom and
the U.S.A. to investigate the possibility of arms
purchases since it is easier for recognised states to
make such purchases, the Palestine Arabs being still
under mandatory rule. The League is said to have
accepted the second proposal and referred the first to a
committee consisting of the Arab foreign ministers and
Jamal Husseini. The Iraqi and Palestine delegates
strongly supported Mardam' s proposals. Mowrer adds
that according to a State Department bulletin quoted
in the local press the U.S.A. has recently approved the
transfer from Britain to Iraq of one thousand American
tommy guns.



2. ; am unable to
in the above report but
for your information.

say how much
I am passing

truth
it on

there. is
to you

3. I am sending a copy of this, telegram to
His Ma;esty's representatives at Washington, Cairo,
Beirut, Damascus, Jeddah and nan.



9
PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE

'Group .

Class .......... .

Following document(s) retained in the

Department of origin under Section 3 (4)

of the Public Records Act, 1958

. .0 . .00. .0.0.0.0.0

. . .

P e e ...... . . . . . . . .



4
"941

AES

PALE8TINE

6
.
.w

/ 1'r L1J

/ r'

TELEGRAM FROM

i+; /; 1

(/F

.I /

*1.

/

L s1 ar.

J.Ji25~ s

Rcw--

F eferenCS

90/91 9r0 o 6r-

n .)

i:'

.1

/, /1.

I

r * .

( Iiil7.'

CU L/

,fI

/

v.tJ.,

4 ~ m-

C27

ca41 -1
/ '/

_ A , 4Li

z 
A/\ L-

I C
, V

A')") n _.

Ki A ".

Mt

uni-ctL

7-

1l 4-^&L

1zV

CrL/%-,

C10

~L'

~A L'c~&L
4""~~A

/A4 t v
)

// 211 7

\V ? ibc

I~.

Iklied

cc j7.ved

r ReglC istry

2( 2

.N C

/I

I

'

//

'r

1

i

Y

7-

7A

7

xc

V rQ.,;C-Q..

T L

Cl

od,v - v

4 C,4,t4,1 o4z, AAU- f cr-Lc I

7 e -
1%

I--

,,

')t JL" -

Q/LN
ti .rt

ow

9 573

( pv c

V

&t.

' W1M -tom

N 0

CA

ds-4



J
qRn t

* r

v V r

j e
V.

I .
I / j IT

A6

/hie S

A co -

c4dp~ . '1

" /ITO
eV AD% --i4. &

01-

N-h ' ' 'I1

/Apl

/I vCA^iS

/wL-,-

K .. -
S1,\

7

hn

X4- r-

"4v
P.

L

0% ~

/

___--

1140t

}

- - n

r

(.v

h-A

3

' I



LThis telegram is of particular secrecy and should be
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on.]

FR". 2 O TC' FORI GN OFFICE"_

ir V allet.M

No. 1,977. l 99p-m.14th October, 1947,
1rah October, 1947. ;: 11.30 p.t. 1th October, 1947.

RESTRIC TED

Reported Arab threats to Palestine Jews.

Italian newspapers espeill fpoiiSUiInt__ . especially of Qoiic TC'
given considerable prominence to alleged statement of Foreign
n Cfice spokesmnin on October 10th (apparently cirouls ted byassociate Press) that United King domswos continuing to rm the I

a rb countries of the Middle Ist. This ht s been twisted to 0
Suggest tbh t His d jesty's Government were deliberately helpingthe Arabs by bringing military pressure to bear on Polcstinian

- Jewry and were generally backing anti-Zionist -ictivity ofthe .r b Leagu.

2. Itaien gency Linsa has since carried on October 11th
Reuter report of a further statement by the Foreign Officespokesman to the effect that in the event of conflict betweenthe Jewish and. Arab countries His t.pjesty's Government would

. I-. ~ k~ % ~ ~consider suspension of supply of arms to Iraq Trnsjord.n ; *.k

and gypt under relevant treaties of ,11iance nd that in any
case His t.Ljesty's Government could bring the matter before
United nations. This second st& tement however 'has not received
locol publicit

3. From the point of view of our locl publicity here itwould be helpful if a further official statement could be 
k.4mde immecdiaitely to the pr' ss an.d preferably carried on .P.S.a r fs

diploms tic graphic makingit entire clear that iti not
Mathepofis Lsjesty's Government to aru 1rabs against

Jew.oTisy't i miht take the form of canfirgtn and expansionkoaof the second statement referred to abeve which could then b duIpPsr~' t$4~\Y4be distributed to Italian press by may Press and Ifr: tion
: *k' Department.
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on].

E 9573/3657/31

Cnfident ial

Cypher CTP CABINET DISTRIBUTION

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO ROMB

No. 2222

18th October 19)J. D. 3.15 p.m. 18th October 191.7.

CONFIDENTIA

Your telegram N. 1997 [of 14th October: supply of arms
to Arab countries by His Majesty's Government].

Beth the statements attributed to a "Foreign Office
spokesman" by Italian press are inaccurate. My telegram
No. 1891 to Cairo (which is being repeated to you) indicates
the line being taken by News Department.

2. Hypothetical questions about His Majesty's
Government's policy in the event of an Arab Jewish. conflict
are embarrassing, since any reply is certain to be distorted.
I am anxious to avoid publicity on this issue and I do not,
therefore, see any advantage in issuing a further statement
to the press as suggested in paragraph 3 of your telegram
under reference, particularly as His Majesty s Government'is
policy cannot be formulated in advance of final United
Nations recommendations. If, however, you are questioned
on the subject, you may re ply en the lines of my telegram
No. 1891 to Cairo.

rrrrrr
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ritish Ernbasy,

Paris.

5jth I:ovember, 19 7.

"Franc-T ireur"
which provide
of which I tol
the 12th July.

tach articles from the "Pop ula ire",
and "Asurore" of the 23rd H:ovemcber,

the epilogue to the arms clump case
ci you in my letter 652/53/47 of

a arrested
equall i
"Populai
ju1e' s
be more
is. s.. own
e. in th
T'rot slkyi

You will see that the people who were
all got off very lightly. 7!hat is

interesting is to notice that the Joialist
re", by i.ving a pruned report of the
speech. has made what he said appear to
favourable to the Jewish terrorists than
to be the fact byr the l onger report contai:

e neerommiunist "Franc-Tireur" (which has
st leanring~s)

not thiin
-i;~ ers of

"L'>urore" i) a

importance.

Gaul list
rey orted

7y1 Glw

G . -aCrossley.
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LE PROCES ZIZAC

"VOUS AVEZ
TOUTE MA
SYMPATHIE."

dit le president
du tribunal

aux trois inculpes
e A part le defit pour lequel bouts

ites poursuivis, vous avez toute ma
sympathie. s C'est par ces paroles gb-
nereuses que le president Vingon abor-
da l'interrogatoire des trois inculpes:
Zizac. Majzncr et Ismann, qui compa-
raissaient hier devant lui sous l'incul-
pation de detention d'armes. Les faits
remontent A quelques mois. La police
ddcouvrit A Nanterre, dans l'apparte-
ment de M. Zizac, neuf caisses d'armes
destinees A la Palestine.

- Je n'ai rien lait contre la France,
declara hier M. Majzner. J'ai agi com.
me vous 1'auriez fait vous-meme si
vous aviez 4tt d ma place I

Mes Andre Blumel, Schlisselman,
Franckel et Me de Moro-Giafferri ob-
tinrent ]'indulgence du tribunal : l'ac-
quittement pour M. Zizac, deux mols
de prison avec sursia et 1.200 francs
d'amende pour M. Ismann, et quatre
mois de prison avec sursis, 2.000 francs
d'amende pour M. Majzner.
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LE SURSISu~
AUX DETENTEURS D'ARMES

POUR LA PALESTINE
Les trols hommes qui comparais-

saient hier devant Ia seizieme cham-
;bre correctionnelle ne sont pas des
malfaiteurs. Cela est s evident que le
president V ingon, qui a regu mission
delicate de statuer stir leurs cas, ne
laisse pas de leur exprimer sa sym-
pathie.

Meijzner, Tsman et Zizac sont cesa-
trols Isradlites' ddtenteurs d'armes
qu'ils destinaient A. la .Ialestine. Meij-
zner, le seul d~tenu, a remis les
caisses contenant fusils, grenades, mi-
traillettes, explosifs A Isman, qui les
entreposa chez Zizac. Celui-ci affirme
avoir cru que les caisses contenaient
des machines A coudre.

Le prsident. - St nous portons un
tr&s grand intdrdt au peuple juif, qui
a tant souffert, il n'en est pas moins
vrau que je dois tenir compte de la
politique international. Or nos allies
de Grande-Bretagne out st6 charges
de faire la police en Palestine, et ils
sont attaquis, blesses par des per-
son nes appartenant 4 la meme orga-
nisation que vous...e

Le president suspend un instant son
liscours et ajoute :r"

- Il auzrait mieux value _que ce ne
soit pas un tribunal frangas qui juge
ctte affaire. Ceci dit, a part la rai-
von pour laquelle vous ites poursuivia,
vous avcz toute ma sympathie.

Meijzner alors prend la parole
- Monsieur le president et vous, -

monsieur le substitut, j'a fait ce que
vos auriez fait 4 ma place. Si, vous
atiez td pendant la guerre en Suisse,
par exemple, et que vous ayes rencon-
trt un bon Frangais qui vous prie de
l'aider a travailler pour la flsistance,
vous auriez fait comme mo i...

Le president souritr
- Non, car je suis respectueux des

lois et je l'aurais cts de celles du pays
qui mn'aurait -dond asile.

Me de Moro-Glafferri, dans un de
son bons dlan, rappelle en plaidant
que 300.000 Israelites attendent
encore, pour sortir des camps, que la
civilisation soit victorieuse.

Malgre le requisitoire du substtut
Colomnies, rclamant des peines s6--
Ceres et fermes, le tribunal a con-

damne. Meijzner A 4 mois de prison
avec sursis et 6. 2.000 fr. d'amenrle, -
Isman A 2 mols avec sursis rt A 1.200
francs d'amende, et Zizac est acrluittd.

Madeleine JACOB.
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EPILOGUE ANODIN DE L'AFFAIRE
IW DEPOT D'ARMES DE L'IRGOUN

A dcouverte de neuf caisses d'armes et de munitions chez n ingd-

nieur israilite de Nanterre, F'et6 dernier, fut announce a grand

fracas. On parla de complot, de complications internationals, de

< l'6motion provoqude a la Ligue arahe *, de je ne sais quoi encore.

Ces armes, destinies a 'Iirgoun, prenaient des proportions de hombeI

atomique.

Dix personnes furent arrethPe, qu'hier, le seul Stanislas Majzner

commencer par le detenteur des ar- comparaissait ,comme d6t.enu devant

mes. M. Maurice Zizac. Puis le calme la seizieme chambre correctionnelle,

se fit. Sept inculpea hneficierent ses e complices > Zizac et Isimann

d'un non-lieu, deux autres furent re- 4tant sur le banc des prevenus libres.

mis en liberty provisoire... Si bien Les debats fu'rent briefs.
Quatre plaidoiries prolongbrent

_ 'audience.
Ce fut tout d'abord Me Franckel gui

fit l'exposo des droits historiques du

peuple d'Israel sur la Palestine et fit

une severe critique de la politique

anglaise.
Plaidant ensuite pour Ismann, M'

- Andr6 Blumel fit un affligeant ta-

bleau de la situation lamentable de

- ce que l'on appelle pudiquement
.S a les personnes deplaces . Lui aus-

si attaque vivelent le « Livre blanc o

r. de 19'19.
c. Troisieme plaidoirie, celle de M'

rd Schliesselmafn pour Zizac dont il de-

manele1'acquittement avec une con-I

->t. viction communicative.
" Enfin, parlant en faveur de Majz-

ncr, Me de Moro-Giafferi, tres en

forme, rbussit en une courte mais

L excellent plaidoirie a6mouvoir 1' au-

ditoire.
el Sensible a toute cette eloquence. le

tribunalacquitte Zizac « au benefice

fr. du doute .,b et, s'il condamne Majzner

er a quatre m'ois et Ismann a deux mois

e- d'emprisonnement, il leur accorde le

A sursis.
6, ROGER DORSEL.
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